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The COVID-19 pandemic has underscored the critical need for accurate census data, more specifically, 

how much schools rely on federal dollars to fund invaluable programs that range from technology for 

virtual-learning students to mental health services. With Harrison County School District (HCSD) being 

the largest school district in South Mississippi, leaders understand the vital role schools can play in 

reaching people across the community. In November 2019, HCSD proudly partnered with the U.S.

Census Bureau to help achieve a complete and accurate count in the 2020 Census. 

After a strategy meeting with Mississippi Census representative Kristi Hicks, HCSD directors decided 

to spearhead a districtwide public awareness campaign with a slogan that was already familiar with 

the students and staff: “Count Me In.” The “Count Me In” Census 2020 campaign came on the heels of 

the district’s successful 2018 “Count Me In” attendance campaign, in which HCSD received a  

Governor’s Partnership Award for our efforts to boost the attendance rates in our schools.

Harrison County Schools Get Busy with “Count Me In” 

Editor’s Note: The Harrison County School District (HCSD) signed on early to promote the 2020 

Census to its students and family members. Public Relations Specialist Trang Pham-Bui recalls the 

tactics the district used to get students involved. The Atlanta Region applauds HCSD for its

stellar work.
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The “Count Me In” Census 2020 campaign promoted this important message: “Let’s Count  

Everyone in Harrison County”. Here are some of the initial steps HCSD took to carry out the  

campaign: 

•  HCSD designed and printed 200 “Count Me In” Census 2020 posters and distributed them to  

 all 22 campuses. The posters were produced in both English and Spanish versions. They were  

 also posted at the HCSD Administrative Building.. 

•  HCSD posted a “U.S. Census 2020” tab on the front page of the district website: https://www.  

 harrison.k12.ms.us/u_s_census_2020. The tab contained a fact sheet that explained the district’s  

 partnership with the U.S. Census Bureau and how the data will impact schools. The information  

 was in English and Spanish languages. 

•  With over 15,700 likes and 17,100 followers on the district’s Facebook page, HCSD shared the  

 census website link on the district’s social media sites. 

  

•  HCSD designed a special electronic billboard advertisement to showcase the “Count Me In”  

 Census 2020 campaign. 
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On March 3, 2020, HCSD officially launched the “Count Me In” Census 2020 campaign during Statistics in 

Schools Week. HCSD invited local media to North Gulfport Middle School for a special presentation. Ms. 

Hicks served as the guest speaker and she used a fun question-and-answer trivia game to explain to  

students how the Census impacts their education. Ms. Hicks also visited classrooms at North Woolmarket 

Elementary & Middle School to stress the importance of federal funding for special education,

school lunch programs, classroom technology, teacher training, after-school programs, and much more. 

 •  WLOX Census News Story: https://www.wlox.com/2020/03/02/local-students-learn-importance-census/ 

 •  WXXV Census News Story: https://www.wxxv25.com/2020/03/02/countmein-2020-census/ 

Schools across HCSD also developed interactive lesson plans that incorporated census activities as part of 

Statistics in Schools Week. The goal was to make sure students realize the importance of completing the

Census, in hopes they will go home and share the message with their families. 

 •  At Harrison Central Elementary, students decorated the campus fence with red plastic cups  

 that spelled out the words “Count Me In - Census 2020”. 

 •  At Three Rivers Elementary, students created graphs, surveys, and posters to learn about  

 the population in Mississippi. 

•  At North Woolmarket Elementary & Middle School, the staff hosted a Census Registration Day.  

 Parents were invited to visit the campus on March 10, where they would have access to computers and  

 the internet to complete their Census questionnaire. The grade level with the highest participation rate  

 would win a pizza party. Students were also preparing to complete an Americana art project, along with  

 tying social studies and math lessons to the Census.  

 

•  At Pineville Elementary, fifth and sixth graders used the Census website for research to discover which  

 cities they could imagine themselves living in one day. They compiled data on population, median  

 household income, per capita income, poverty percentages, graduation rates, and healthcare insurance  

 coverage. 

 

COVID-19 sidelined many Census classroom activities when Mississippi Governor Tate Reeves ordered 

school buildings to close in mid-March. Even during the quarantine, HCSD continued to use all social media

platforms to post updates on the Census self-response rates in Mississippi and to encourage families to fill 

out their forms. HCSD Superintendent, Roy Gill, sent frequent emails to the staff to remind all employees 

to complete the Census and he urged them to help spread the word. When schools reopened in August of 

2020, HCSD teachers used Census promotional items, such as water bottles, maps, and t-shirts, as  

incentives or as part of the curriculum.

https://www.wlox.com/2020/03/02/local-students-learn-importance-census/
https://www.wxxv25.com/2020/03/02/countmein-2020-census/ 
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HCSD is incredibly proud of all the students, teachers, staff, and parents who pitched in to promote the 

Census during such a challenging time. Our schools and community will benefit due to their tireless efforts, 

support, and creativity. HCSD is also grateful for the opportunity to team up with the U.S. Census Bureau 

to help make sure everyone is counted, especially our children.
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